TRENT NELSON

The Angel Moroni statue sits atop the Layton Temple. The latest membership statistics reveal surprising strength in growth for The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

LDS Church grows at ‘surprising’ clip.
Lag in new congregations a ‘concern.’
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What did you think when you first
examined the 2023 membership
statistics announced at April's General
Conference
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Duncan's tale
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Was there anything in the statistics
you found disconcerting?

There are some areas that are a concern.
ne of those is that the net increase for 2023
mber of official congregations in the

church still was not very high. It's lower than
anet in-
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about a third of what we're seeing for mem-
bership growth for the year. Where congre-

L.Alulnx|uu.\lhmh~|u(|h church are con-
sistently lagging behind membership growth
rates, it suggests ongoing problems with con

vert retention and member activity.

You blogged about “the unj
church growth in East Africa.” Is there a
country there that stands out?

What's fascinating with these East Africa
developments has been that it hasn't been re
ally limited to one country. It's really a very big
deal to see the type of growth going on in East
Africa, just because it hasn't happened before
in church history. East Africa has over a bil
lion people, a very highly populated area of
the world, where Latter-day Saints have num
bered just in the tens of thousands. In the last
couple of years, Mozambique is one of the
countries. We had membership increase by
That's a massive amount, con:
sidering there are now about 25,000 Lat-
ter-day Saints in Mozambique

What about other areas of growth?

Some areas of the Pacific [showed real
growth]. The Solomon Islands was one of the
countries that had a membership growth rate
of at least 105 1 ar. We've also seen some
fairly good progress even with countries like
wnn Last year in Spain. membership growth
e was the highest seen in about 20 years.
Some other European countries, particularly
around the Mediterranean and Portugal and
Italy, had an increase in membership growth
rates as well. ... In the Philippines, though,
what’s been so encouraging is the growth in
the number of congregations and stakes [or
clusters of congregations]. We've scen some
really great active membership growth and
that has resulted in many different things
whether it's new stakes and congregations be
ing organized and also the number of temples
that have really proliferated. There was only
one temple 20 years ago, and now there's go-
ing to be 13, That really speaks to just what
a transformation the church has had in the
Philippines from being a country with a lot
of problems to today being a very functional
country for the church administratively.

What about Europe?

It really depends on the country as well. For
example, in Germany, we've had new wards
being created because there's so many active
members, especially in the Frankfurt area
s had Spanish-speaking wards and
branches being organized in Germany. Histor-
ically, s not had Spanish-speaking
units before. One of the transitions we're sex
pecially with this growth, hasn’t nec
ily been with the native populations in
these countries. They have been with immi-
grants who have come to these countries.

What's happening in the US?

The issue we're having in recent years is
that the church is not growing very fast in
h. It used to grow like 2% or 3% a year.
Now, it's like 0.75%. I think that reflects a lot
of Latter-day Saints moving y from Utah.
When that happens, the membership growth
rate in Utah goes down. And, in other states,
it can gq up quite a bit. . We can see outside
of Utah and the Mountain West, where we
have some states that have had booms in
convert baptisms, like we had that in Ten-
nesse rs ago. at's probably
driving a lot of that growth is people mov-
ingaround

1 definitely think we're going to see more
of that. .. But if we look at the average num-
ber of members pe: rmn,,m-,um for the Unit-
ed States, it hasn't noticeably
years, It's been remarkably sta .hk- at about 470
t0 480 members per ward or branch. That re-
ally says that member activity rates are actual-
Iy quite stable in the United States, It has not
appeared to have worsened in recent years
based on looking at this data.
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